HALF TAIL: A GULF COAST LEGEND

Unit Overview - Grade 4

UNIT SNAPSHOT

& Book: Half Tail: A Gulf Coast Legend by Eric J. Paull
@ Grade: 4th Grade

¥ Duration: 6 lessons (3-6 weeks)

© Setting: Florida Gulf Coast marine environment

@ Theme: Adaptation, community, conservation

WHAT STUDENTS WILL LEARN

Core Learning Goals

Students will understand that animals adapt to survive in their environments, work together in
communities, and face challenges from human activities. Through Half Tail's story, they'll learn
empathy for differences and responsibility for environmental protection.

Key Skills Developed

* Reading: Finding text evidence, determining main ideas, using academic vocabulary
* Science: Animal adaptations, community interactions, weather effects on behavior

* Writing: Opinion pieces with supporting reasons and evidence

* Communication: Discussion participation, presentations, collaborative work

* Math: Data collection, graphing, simple analysis




LESSON OVERVIEW

Lesson Focus Key Activity

Character introduction,

1. Meeting Half Tail Design special animal

adaptations
9. Half Tail's Friends Cornrpunlty roles, habitat Crgate ocean

mapping neighborhood map
3. How Animals Adaptation strategies, Text-based writing about
Survive problem-solving strengths

4. Weather & Ocean Environmental factors, data

Animals collection Track weather patterns

N . Create communication
5. Stronger Together Communication, cooperation

system
6. Helping Ocean Conservation, civic Personal conservation
Animals responsibility promise

Standards

ELA4.R.1.1,
SC.4.L.16.2

ELA.4R.1.2,
SS.4.G.1.1
SC.4.L.16.2,
ELA4W.1.1

SC.4.E.6.4,
MA.4.DP.1.1

ELA.4.SL.1.1,
SC4.L.16.3

ELA.4W.1.1,
SS.4.C.2.1

FLORIDA STANDARDS ALIGNMENT

Primary Standards Coverage

* ELA: Text evidence (4.R.1.1), Main ideas (4.R.1.2), Opinion writing (4.W.1.1), Vocabulary

(4.V.1.1), Discussions (4.SL.1.1)

* Science: Animal characteristics (4.L.16.2), Behaviors (4.L.16.3), Weather effects (4.E.6.4),

Resources (4.E.6.3)
* Math: Data collection and graphing (4.DP.1.1)
* Social Studies: Geography (4.G.1.1), Civic responsibility (4.C.2.1)

Cross-Curricular Integration

Seamlessly integrates reading comprehension with marine science, mathematical data analysis, and

environmental citizenship.




ASSESSMENT STRATEGY

Formative Assessments (Ongoing)

* Daily exit tickets and reflection questions

* Student workbook completion and quality

* Discussion participation and vocabulary usage
» Text evidence collection accuracy

Summative Assessments (End of Lessons)

* Lesson 3 comprehension quiz with text evidence

* Final conservation promise project with presentation
* Student portfolio with self-assessment

* Unit reflection demonstrating learning growth

Assessment Criteria (4-Point Florida Scale)

4 - Mastery: Exceeds expectations with detailed evidence and creative application
3 - Proficient: Meets all expectations with clear understanding

2 - Approaching: Partial understanding with some gaps

1 - Beginning: Limited understanding requiring additional support

DIFFERENTIATION BUILT-IN

English Language Learners

Picture vocabulary cards, sentence frames, partner reading, visual supports, choice in response format

Students with Disabilities

Extended time, alternative assessment formats, assistive technology options, modified complexity

Gifted Learners

Research extensions, leadership roles, independent projects, peer teaching opportunities

Struggling Readers

Guided reading support, audio resources, highlighted texts, collaborative activities




MATERIALS OVERVIEW

Essential Materials ($150-250)

* Half Tail books (class set minimum)

* Student workbooks (print from PDF)

* Basic art supplies (chart paper, markers, colored pencils)
* Marine animal photos (print from internet)

Technology Integration
* Computer/tablet for weather tracking and marine videos
* Optional: Projector for displaying images
¢ Websites: NOAA weather, marine education resources

Preparation Time

* Initial Setup: 2-3 hours (printing, material gathering)
* Daily Prep: 10-15 minutes per lesson
* Assessment: 30 minutes grading per lesson

IMPLEMENTATION OPTIONS

3-Week Intensive (Recommended)

* Week 1: Lessons 1-2 (Character introduction, community)
* Week 2: Lessons 3-4 (Adaptation, weather tracking)
* Week 3: Lessons 5-6 (Communication, conservation)

6-Week Extended

* One lesson per week integrated with existing curriculum
» Perfect for science or reading workshop format

Summer School/Camp

* Daily lessons over 6 days
* Extended activities and field trip opportunities




SUCCESS INDICATORS

Students Will Be Able To:

Explain animal adaptation with specific examples from the story
Describe how ocean animals help each other survive

Use text evidence to support their ideas in writing and discussion
Create plans for protecting marine environments

Demonstrate empathy for animals and people who are different

Engagement Signs:

Students use marine vocabulary in daily conversation
Natural connections between story and real marine life
Excited discussions about ocean conservation

Increased environmental awareness in classroom behavior

EXTENSION OPPORTUNITIES

If You Have Extra Time:

Virtual aquarium field trips

Guest speaker from marine science center
Create class book of ocean conservation tips
Research local Gulf Coast marine life

Start classroom or school recycling program

Real-World Connections:

Partner with local environmental organizations
Participate in beach or waterway cleanup events

Write letters to community leaders about ocean protection
Share learning with families and younger students




PARENT ENGAGEMENT

Before Unit:

Send home unit overview and vocabulary list

During Unit:

Share student work samples, conservation promises

After Unit:

Provide family extension activities, conservation action ideas

SUPPORT RESOURCES INCLUDED

* Quick Start Guide: Everything teachers need to begin immediately

* Materials Shopping List: Complete budget planning with cost estimates
* Standards Crosswalk: Detailed alignment with assessment evidence

* Student Workbook: 39 pages of activities and assessments

* Parent Letter Template: Ready-to-send family communication

* Assessment Rubrics: Standalone grading tools

* Implementation Support: Troubleshooting and modification guides

WHY THIS UNIT WORKS

Engaging Story: Half Tail's journey resonates with students who have felt different
Real-World Relevance: Gulf Coast setting connects to Florida students’ lives

Standards Integration: Natural cross-curricular connections without forced
alignment

Differentiation Ready: Built-in supports for all learning needs
Assessment Authentic: Performance-based evaluation of real understanding

Action Oriented: Students leave with concrete ways to make a difference

Ready to inspire your students with marine science, empathy, and environmental action? Download the
complete Half Tail teaching resource package and start teaching today!
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