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FLORIDA STANDARDS ALIGNMENT
Primary Standards Addressed:

• ELA.4.R.1.1 - Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says 
explicitly 

• ELA.4.R.1.2 - Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details 
• ELA.4.R.3.2 - Summarize a text to enhance comprehension 
• ELA.4.V.1.1 - Use grade-level academic vocabulary appropriately in speaking and writing 
• SC.4.L.16.2 - Explain that although characteristics of plants and animals are inherited, some 

can be affected by the environment 
• SC.4.L.16.3 - Recognize that animal behaviors may be shaped by heredity and learning 
• SC.4.E.6.3 - Recognize that humans need resources from Earth and that these are either 

renewable or nonrenewable 
• MA.4.DP.1.1 - Collect and organize data into a line plot, bar graph, or pie graph 
• SS.4.G.1.1 - Identify physical features of Florida using maps, tables, and charts 
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LESSON 1: MEETING HALF TAIL
Duration: 90 minutes (adaptable)
Reading: Prologue + Chapters 1–2

Standards Alignment:

• ELA.4.R.1.1 - Refer to details about Half Tail's characteristics 
• ELA.4.R.3.2 - Summarize Half Tail's introduction 
• ELA.4.V.1.1 - Use marine biology vocabulary 
• SC.4.L.16.2 - Understand how environment affects animal characteristics 

Learning Objectives:

Students will be able to:

1. Identify and describe specific details about Half Tail's unique characteristics 
2. Explain what makes an animal adaptation helpful for survival 
3. Use vocabulary related to marine animals and habitats 
4. Create drawings showing animal adaptations 

Opening (15 minutes)

Hook: Display gallery of marine animal photos showing different body parts

Discussion Starter: "What helps animals live in their homes?"

Vocabulary Preview: Introduce key terms with pictures

• Tier 2 Words: different, special, ocean, community 
• Tier 3 Words: dolphin, fin, marine, habitat 

Guided Reading (25 minutes)

Think-Aloud Strategy: Teacher models thinking about the story

• Teacher Models: "I notice Half Tail looks different from other dolphins..." 
• Student Practice: Students share what they notice 

Vocabulary in Context: Stop for important ocean words

• Use picture cards to show meanings 
• Act out words when possible 

Character Introduction: Focus on what makes Half Tail special

• Detail Collection: Students find words that describe Half Tail 

2



Structured Discussion (20 minutes)

Core Questions:

1. How does Half Tail look different from other dolphins? 
2. What might be hard for Half Tail because he's different? 
3. What do you think Half Tail can still do well? 

Discussion Stems for Students:

• "I noticed that..." 
• "The story says..." 
• "I think..." 
• "This makes me wonder..." 

Differentiation Strategies:

• ELL Support: Picture vocabulary cards, simple sentence frames 
• Advanced Learners: Additional questions about dolphin behavior 
• Struggling Readers: Partner reading, highlighted text 

Activity: My Special Animal (25 minutes)

Students draw and describe an animal that has something special about it that helps it survive.

Rubric (4-Point Florida Scale):

• 4 - Mastery: Detailed drawing with clear explanation of how the special feature helps 
• 3 - Proficient: Good drawing with explanation 
• 2 - Approaching: Simple drawing with basic explanation 
• 1 - Inadequate: Incomplete drawing or unclear explanation 

Closing (5 minutes)

Exit Ticket: Draw one thing that makes Half Tail special

Quick Check: Thumbs up if you understand what makes Half Tail different

Materials Needed:

• Chart paper and markers 
• Colored pencils/crayons 
• Marine animal pictures 
• Picture vocabulary cards 
• Exit ticket papers 
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Differentiation Support:

English Language Learners:

• Picture dictionaries with ocean animals 
• Sentence starters: "Half Tail is different because ___" 
• Visual story sequence cards 

Students with Disabilities:

• Large print books available 
• Extra time for activities 
• Choice between drawing or telling answers 

Gifted Learners:

• Research real dolphins with differences 
• Create fact sheets about dolphin adaptations 

Technology Integration:

1. https://dolphins.org/acoustics

• Recordings of dolphin sounds 
• Perfect for: Hearing how Half Tail might communicate 

2. https://www.manoa.hawaii.edu/sealearning/grade-4/life-science/informationprocessing/
activity-echolocating-dolphins

• Simple echolocation activity 
• Perfect for: Understanding how dolphins "see" with sound 

Assessment Alignment:

• Formative: Exit tickets, discussion participation, vocabulary use 
• Summative: Special animal drawing with explanation 
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LESSON 2: NEIGHBORHOOD OF THE PASS
Duration: 90 minutes
Reading: Chapters 3–5

Standards Alignment:

• ELA.4.R.1.2 - Determine main idea about animal communities 
• SC.4.L.16.3 - Recognize animal behaviors in groups 
• SS.4.G.1.1 - Use maps to show where animals live 
• MA.4.DP.1.1 - Organize information about animal habitats 

Learning Objectives:

Students will be able to:

1. Identify how different animals help their community 
2. Create simple maps showing where animals live 
3. Understand how animals work together 
4. Collect information about ocean animals 

Opening (10 minutes)

Review: Quick talk about what makes Half Tail special
Preview: "Today we meet Half Tail's friends"

Reading & Analysis (30 minutes)

Character Map: Draw the characters as they appear in the story

• Use simple graphic organizer 
• Include what each character does 

Community Jobs: Talk about how each character helps

• Shelly (Sea Turtle): Wise helper, knows the area well 
• Fred (Pelican): Watches from above, warns of danger 
• Pete: [Role based on text] 
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Discussion (25 minutes)

Focus Questions:

1. How do Shelly, Fred, and Pete help their friends? 
2. What would happen if one friend wasn't there? 
3. How is this like how people help each other? 

Simple Math Connection:

• Count animals in different parts of the ocean 
• Measure distances on simple maps 

Activity: Ocean Neighborhood Map (25 minutes)

Students create maps showing where Half Tail and friends live.

Map Elements:

• Where each animal lives 
• How animals are connected 
• Safe places and dangerous places 
• Food sources 

Assessment Rubric (4-Point Scale):

• 4: Complete map with all animals and clear connections 
• 3: Good map with most animals and some connections 
• 2: Basic map with some animals shown 
• 1: Incomplete map with few animals 

Differentiation Strategies:

ELL Support:

• Map templates with pictures 
• Word bank of ocean terms 
• Partner mapping activity 

Struggling Learners:

• Pre-drawn map outlines 
• Step-by-step directions with pictures 
• Choice to explain map orally 

Advanced Learners:

• Add math measurements to maps 
• Research real Gulf Coast animals 
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• Include seasonal changes 

Technology Integration:

1. https://www.usm.edu/marine-education-center/index.php

• Simple videos about Gulf Coast animals 
• Perfect for: Seeing Half Tail's real neighborhood 

2. https://marinelab.fsu.edu/archive/virtual-classroom/

• Interactive ocean exhibits 
• Perfect for: Understanding ocean communities 

Cross-Curricular Math Connection:

• MA.4.DP.1.1: Count animals in different areas 
• MA.4.MD.1.1: Measure distances on maps 
• MA.4.MD.2.4: Use simple bar graphs 
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LESSON 3: SURVIVAL & ADAPTATION
Duration: 90 minutes
Reading: Chapters 4, 7–8

Standards Alignment:

• SC.4.L.16.2 - Understand how environment affects animals 
• ELA.4.R.1.1 - Refer to details about survival 
• ELA.4.W.1.1 - Write about opinions with reasons 
• ELA.4.V.1.1 - Use words about adaptation and survival 

Learning Objectives:

Students will be able to:

1. Explain what adaptation means with examples 
2. Describe how Half Tail's differences help him 
3. Write about survival strategies using story details 
4. Connect adaptation ideas to real animals 

Opening (15 minutes)

Show and Tell: Display helpful tools (glasses, umbrella, bandages)
Connect: "How do these help people? How do animals help themselves?"

Vocabulary Building:

• Simple Words: adaptation, survival, different, helpful 
• Ocean Words: dolphin, fins, swimming, ocean life 

Reading Focus (25 minutes)

Adaptation Hunt: Find examples of adaptations in the story

• Make simple charts: Problem → Solution 
• Use story details 

Word Study: Practice using new vocabulary

• "Different" vs. "special" 
• What "adaptation" means 
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Critical Discussion (25 minutes)

Big Questions:

1. What does Half Tail mean when he says he's "different but capable"? 
2. How does Half Tail's difference actually help him? 
3. What can we learn about facing challenges? 

Simple Writing Prompt: Write about how Half Tail turns his challenge into something good. Use at 
least one example from the story.

Writing Supports:

• ELL: Picture prompts and sentence starters 
• Struggling Writers: Fill-in-the-blank templates 
• Advanced: Additional details and examples 

Assessment: Short Answer Questions (15 minutes)

Questions aligned with Grade 4 expectations:

1. Name two dangers dolphins face in the ocean. (Level 2-3) 
2. Why shouldn't people feed wild dolphins? (Level 3) 
3. How does Half Tail's difference help him? (Level 3-4) 

Extension Activity (10 minutes)

Students design a helpful tool for a classroom problem and explain how it works.

Differentiation Support:

Universal Design approaches:

• Visual supports for all concepts 
• Choice in how to show learning 
• Multiple ways to participate 

Specific Accommodations:

• Extended time for writing 
• Picture supports for vocabulary 
• Partner work options 
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Technology Integration:

1. https://www.nationalgeographic.org/society/

• Pictures of animal adaptations 
• Perfect for: Understanding how animals adapt 

2. https://naturalhistory.si.edu/education/teaching-resources/life-science/explore-animal-
adaptations

• Simple videos about adaptations 
• Perfect for: Seeing adaptations in action 
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LESSON 4: SEASON & WEATHER
Duration: 90 minutes
Reading: Chapters 9–10

Standards Alignment:

• SC.4.E.6.4 - Describe the basic differences between climate and weather 
• MA.4.DP.1.1 - Collect and organize weather information 
• ELA.4.R.1.2 - Find main ideas about weather effects 
• SC.4.L.16.3 - Understand how weather affects animal behavior 

Learning Objectives:

Students will be able to:

1. Explain how animals know when weather will change 
2. Collect simple weather information 
3. Connect weather patterns to animal actions 
4. Make basic graphs with weather data 

Opening (10 minutes)

Weather Talk: Look at today's weather
Prediction: How might weather affect ocean animals?

Simple Vocabulary:

• Weather Words: sunny, cloudy, windy, stormy 
• Animal Words: behavior, pattern, seasonal 

Reading & Analysis (25 minutes)

Weather Clues: How animals predict weather

• Find examples in the story 
• Make cause-and-effect connections 

Animal Behavior: How weather changes what animals do

• Swimming patterns, feeding, hiding 

Discussion (20 minutes)

Focus Questions:

1. How do dolphins know when storms are coming? 
2. Why do animals need to know about weather? 
3. How do seasons change life in the ocean? 
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Activity: Simple Weather Log (25 minutes)

Students start a 3-day weather tracking project.

Weather Log Includes:

• Temperature (hot, warm, cool, cold) 
• Sky conditions (sunny, cloudy, stormy) 
• Wind (calm, breezy, windy) 
• What animals might do 

Math Integration:

• MA.4.DP.1.1: Make simple bar graphs 
• MA.4.MD.1.2: Record temperatures 
• Count weather types 

Differentiation Strategies:

ELL Support:

• Weather picture cards 
• Simple recording sheets 
• Partner observations 

Students with Disabilities:

• Large print weather logs 
• Picture-based recording 
• Flexible timing 

Gifted Learners:

• Research local weather patterns 
• Make predictions 
• Connect to climate change 

Technology Integration:

1. https://www.weather.gov/marine/gulfmz

• Simple weather maps 
• Perfect for: Seeing current Gulf Coast weather 

2. https://www.noaa.gov/education

• Basic weather resources 
• Perfect for: Understanding weather and animals 
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Assessment:

• Formative: Daily weather observations 
• Summative: Weather pattern summary with simple graph 
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LESSON 5: STRONGER TOGETHER
Duration: 90 minutes
Reading: Chapters 11–13

Standards Alignment:

• ELA.4.SL.1.1 - Participate in discussions following rules 
• SC.4.L.16.3 - Recognize how animals communicate and help each other 
• ELA.4.R.3.3 - Explain how characters interact 
• ELA.4.SL.2.1 - Give simple presentations 

Learning Objectives:

Students will be able to:

1. Identify different ways animals communicate 
2. Explain how animal communities help each member 
3. Create simple communication systems 
4. Present ideas clearly to classmates 

Opening (15 minutes)

Silent Game: Students try to communicate without talking
Talk About It: What was hard? How did you solve problems?

Simple Vocabulary:

• Communication Words: signals, gestures, sounds, touch 
• Community Words: helping, together, teamwork 

Reading Focus (25 minutes)

Communication Ways: Find how dolphins talk to each other

• Sounds they make 
• Body movements 
• Touch and closeness 

Helping Examples: How animals help each other

• Stories from the text 
• Why helping is important 
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Discussion (20 minutes)

Key Questions:

1. How do dolphins talk besides making sounds? 
2. Why do ocean animals need to help each other? 
3. How does Half Tail's community help him? 

Discussion Rules:

• Listen when others talk 
• Share your ideas 
• Ask questions nicely 

Activity: Animal Communication Game (30 minutes)

Partners create simple signals to communicate basic needs.

Communication Types:

• Danger warning 
• Found food 
• Come here 
• I'm happy/sad 

Simple Rubric:

• 4: Clear signals that work well and are creative 
• 3: Good signals that mostly work 
• 2: Basic signals with some problems 
• 1: Unclear signals that don't work well 

Presentation:

• ELA.4.SL.2.1: Show signals to other students 
• Explain what each signal means 

Differentiation Support:

Multiple ways to learn:

• Moving and doing activities 
• Drawing and visual work 
• Talking and listening 
• Working with partners 

Support options:

• Choice in communication type 
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• Flexible partner grouping 
• Extra time to practice 

Technology Integration:

1. https://dolphins.org/communication

• Simple facts about how dolphins communicate 
• Perfect for: Understanding dolphin "talking" 

2. https://us.whales.org/whales-dolphins/how-do-dolphins-communicate/

• Easy explanations of dolphin communication 
• Perfect for: Learning about dolphin families 

Assessment:

• Performance: Communication game demonstration 
• Written: Simple paragraph about why animals help each other 
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LESSON 6: CONSERVATION & THE FUTURE
Duration: 90 minutes
Reading: Chapters 14–15 + Epilogue

Standards Alignment:

• ELA.4.W.1.1 - Write opinion pieces with simple reasons 
• SS.4.C.2.1 - Understand how people can help their community 
• SC.4.E.6.3 - Recognize that people need resources from Earth 
• ELA.4.SL.2.1 - Present ideas about helping 

Learning Objectives:

Students will be able to:

1. Identify ways people can help ocean animals 
2. Write simple plans for protecting marine life 
3. Create personal promises to help the environment 
4. Share ideas about conservation with others 

Opening (10 minutes)

Good News: Share stories about people helping animals
Student Power: "How can kids help ocean animals?"

Simple Vocabulary:

• Helping Words: protect, conservation, care, responsibility 
• Ocean Words: pollution, habitat, endangered, safe 

Reading & Reflection (25 minutes)

People and Ocean: Both helpful and harmful examples

• Simple chart: Ways People Hurt Ocean vs. Ways People Help Ocean 
• Find examples in the story 

Hope Stories: Focus on solutions and success

• What works to help animals 
• How people are making a difference 
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Discussion (25 minutes)

Action Questions:

1. What dangers do dolphins face from people? 
2. How can people be good neighbors to ocean animals? 
3. What can our class do to help? 

Community Helper Connection:

• SS.4.C.2.1: Talk about helping our community 
• How protecting the ocean helps everyone 

Final Activity: My Ocean Promise (30 minutes)

Students create personal promises to protect ocean life.

Promise Parts:

• Why ocean animals are important 
• Two specific things I will do 
• Simple pictures or decorations 
• My signature 

Writing Support:

• ELA.4.W.1.1: Opinion writing with reasons 
• Simple templates available 
• Picture prompts for ideas 

Assessment Rubric (4-Point Florida Scale):

• 4: Clear promise with specific actions and good reasons 
• 3: Good promise with actions and some reasons 
• 2: Basic promise with simple actions 
• 1: Unclear promise with few details 

Differentiation Support:

Choice in showing learning:

• Written promise with pictures 
• Oral presentation of promise 
• Poster format 
• Simple book format 

Support for different learners:

• ELL: Promise templates with pictures 
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• Struggling Writers: Fill-in-the-blank formats 
• Advanced: Research component and detailed action plan 

Technology Integration:

1. https://ocean.si.edu/conservation/solutions-success-stories/success-stories-ocean-
conservation

• Simple stories of people helping oceans 
• Perfect for: Getting ideas for helping 

2. https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/gulfcorps-gulf-coast-restoration-work-gives-
young-people-jobs-pathway-career-and-life

• Stories of young people helping 
• Perfect for: Seeing kids make a difference 

Community Connection:

• Invite local nature center worker to visit 
• Plan simple beach or park cleanup 
• Connect with local environmental groups 

Final Assessment Options:

• Ocean promise presentation 
• Simple reflection about learning 
• Class book of conservation ideas 
• Portfolio of all unit work 
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ENHANCED ASSESSMENT TOOLS

Student Self-Assessment Checklist

"I Can" Statements for Grade 4:

Reading & Understanding (ELA.4.R.1.1, ELA.4.R.1.2):

• I can find details in the story about Half Tail 
• I can tell what the main idea is in each chapter 
• I can tell the story in my own words 

Vocabulary (ELA.4.V.1.1):

• I can use ocean animal words correctly 
• I can explain what new words mean 

Science Understanding (SC.4.L.16.2, SC.4.L.16.3):

• I can explain how ocean animals help each other 
• I can give examples of how animals adapt 
• I can tell how weather affects ocean animals 

Writing (ELA.4.W.1.1):

• I can write my opinion about helping ocean animals 
• I can give reasons for my ideas 

Math Skills (MA.4.DP.1.1):

• I can collect information and make simple graphs 
• I can organize data about weather and animals 

Simple Portfolio Guide

What to Include:

1. Before and after drawings of ocean animals 
2. Character description sheets 
3. My ocean promise (final version) 
4. Weather tracking sheets 
5. Writing about Half Tail's strengths 
6. Pictures or descriptions of communication game 
7. Reflection pages from each lesson 
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Easy Rubric for Major Work

4-Point Scale for Grade 4:

What I'm 
Looking For

4 - Great Job! 3 - Good Work
2 - Getting 

There
1 - Keep Trying

Using Story 
Details

Uses lots of good 
examples from the 
story

Uses some good 
examples

Uses a few 
examples

Uses very few 
examples

Vocabulary
Uses ocean words 
correctly most of the 
time

Uses ocean words 
correctly sometimes

Uses some ocean 
words

Uses few ocean 
words correctly

Science Ideas
Shows good 
understanding of how 
ocean animals live

Shows some 
understanding

Shows basic 
understanding

Shows little 
understanding

Communication
Shares ideas clearly 
and listens well

Usually shares and 
listens well

Sometimes shares 
and listens

Has trouble 
sharing and 
listening
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CROSS-CURRICULAR CONNECTIONS FOR GRADE 4

Math Integration:

Simple Data Projects:

1. Animal Counting:

• Count different animals in story illustrations 
• Make bar graphs showing how many of each animal 
• Compare numbers of different ocean animals 

2. Weather Math:

• Record daily temperatures 
• Count sunny vs. cloudy days 
• Make simple graphs of weather patterns 

Sample Math Problems for Grade 4:

1. If Half Tail's pod has 8 dolphins and they meet 5 sea turtles, how many ocean animals are 
together? 

2. If it rains 3 days out of 7, how many days don't have rain? 
3. A pelican can see 25 fish on a sunny day but only 15 fish on a cloudy day. How many more fish 

can it see on sunny days? 

Language Arts Extensions for Grade 4

Simple Writing Projects:

Informational Writing (ELA.4.W.2.1):

• Simple reports about dolphins or sea turtles 
• How-to guides for helping ocean animals 
• Comparing ocean animals to land animals 

Opinion Writing (ELA.4.W.1.1):

• Why we should protect ocean animals 
• Which character from Half Tail is most helpful 
• Best ways kids can help the environment 

Creative Writing (ELA.4.W.3.1):

• Simple poems about the ocean 
• Short stories about ocean animals 
• Scripts for puppet shows about Half Tail 
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DIFFERENTIATION FOR GRADE 4
Student Need Reading Help Writing Help Assessment Options

English 
Language 
Learners

Picture books, Simple 
vocabulary, Partner 
reading

Sentence starters, Picture 
prompts, Native language 
planning

Oral presentations, Picture 
projects, Extra time

Students with 
Disabilities

Large print books, Audio 
support, Shorter sections

Voice-to-text, Simple 
templates, Modified length

Multiple formats, Extended 
time, Alternative tools

Gifted Learners
Additional books, 
Research projects, 
Leadership roles

Extended projects, 
Publishing opportunities, 
Teaching others

Independent projects, 
Advanced criteria, Choice in 
topics

Struggling 
Readers

Guided reading, Picture 
supports, Pre-reading 
help

Graphic organizers, Word 
banks, Partner writing

Portfolio style, Progress 
checks, Choice in showing 
learning
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SIMPLE TECHNOLOGY USE

Safe Educational Websites:

• Use approved ocean animal videos 
• Simple online games about marine life 
• Virtual field trips to aquariums 
• Basic research with teacher guidance 

Digital Tools for Grade 4:

• Simple presentation software for sharing 
• Basic graphing tools for weather data 
• Digital cameras for nature observations 
• Safe video chat with marine experts 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTIONS

Local Partnerships:

• Visit from aquarium educator 
• Nature center field trip 
• Beach cleanup with families 
• Guest speaker from environmental group 

Simple Action Projects:

• Classroom recycling program 
• School awareness campaign 
• Family education about ocean protection 
• Letter writing to local officials 
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ASSESSMENT ANSWER GUIDE FOR TEACHERS

Lesson 3 Quiz Answers (Grade 4 Level):

1. Ocean dangers for dolphins: Boats, trash, fishing nets, pollution 
2. Why not feed dolphins: Makes them depend on people, can make them sick, changes their 

natural behavior 
3. How Half Tail's difference helps: Makes him special, teaches others, shows that being 

different is okay 

Discussion Expectations:

• Students should use simple examples from the story 
• Accept age-appropriate connections to their own lives 
• Look for basic understanding of main concepts 

Writing Assessment Guide:

• Level 4: Clear opinion with 2-3 good reasons and story examples 
• Level 3: Clear opinion with some reasons and examples 
• Level 2: Basic opinion with simple reasons 
• Level 1: Unclear opinion with few or no reasons 

This adapted version maintains the engaging Half Tail content while adjusting complexity, vocabulary, 
and expectations to be appropriate for 4th grade students and aligned with Florida's 4th grade 
standards.
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